
   

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transformative media. The transition between manuscript and print 

culture in the Upper Rhine region 

 

Project partners 

Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg, Universität Basel, Université de Strasbourg 

Project duration / Awarded funding 

01/08/2024 – 31/03/2025 / 3,401 € 

Short description of the project 

In this collaborative course, students of the universities of Basel, Freiburg and Strasbourg explored 

the early modern transition from manuscript to print culture, an important transition in media 

history. It offered students an introduction to paleography and early print history as well as the 

opportunity to handle and analyse historical documents in their original form. The students were 

given an understanding of the relevance and intricacies of this media transition, but they also 

learned how extensively manuscripts and print co-existed. The course was planned as five 

sessions taking place in one of the university libraries (Freiburg, Basel, Strasbourg). The course 

contents were negotiated in close interaction with the manuscripts and prints and the students 

learned how to handle and analyse historical written media. We used these documents to 

discuss the drastic changes in media history in the early modern period as well what insights can 

be gained from the written objects as opposed to mere digital copies. The course was 

completed by a visit to the Médiathèque André Malraux and to the Museum of Paper, Writing 

and Printing (Basler Papiermühle). 

Concrete implementation of the project (What was the funding used for?)  

• We financed the students’ travel between the three universities and the libraries and 

museums we visited.  

• We paid for the entrance fees and the guided tours at the Papiermühle Basel.  

• We organised a guest lecture by Kristina Domanski, an art historian and expert on 

illustrations in late medieval manuscripts and incunables. 

• We hired a student assistant to manage course administration and handle the work 

material we made available to the students through the respective online platforms. 

Project result(s) and continuation of collaboration 

The collaboration in teaching was both instructive and synergetic. Both the lecturers and 

students could network beyond their own university. We also reinforced the connections 

between the medieval departments in Strasbourg, Freiburg and Basel as well as with the 

respective university libraries.  

Further information (links, articles, photos) 

We reported on the teaching project on both Basel’s and Freiburg’s instagram accounts :  

https://www.instagram.com/germaunibasel/p/DDM4BOEtn_8/ 
 


